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HENRY ERICSSON COMPANY

Henry Ericsson came to America as a builder. And Chicago was thes place to
be, full of growth and opportunity. |

Over the course of his long career, Henry Ericsson worked with some of the
greatest architects of the age, and with some of the greatest businessmen
and industrialists this country has seen. Through it all, he kept his humble
belief in hard work and honesty.

This booklet acknowledges that Henry Ericsson constructed buildings with
Andrew Lanquist (up to 1899), his brother John Ericsson (1901-1907), in a
company of his own (1907 - 1947), and with his grown sons in this
company. The Henry Ericsson Company itself was incorporated in the State
of Illinois in 1907, and continued several years after his death in 1947
before being liquidated. No effort is made to differentiate between these
entities

This book is not intended to be comprehensive. Its goal is to give an
overview of what Henry Ericsson created, and the city in which he thrived.
Some sources were easy to follow, and provided a lot of information to
share. Many buildings, especially of an industrial nature, were never well
documented and have been difficult to trace. Although every effort has been
made to be factual, no effort has been made to avoid opinions!
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Rooms 3 and 4, 85 Wasmngtm Bt., ;
CRICAGO.
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RAILWAY TERMINAL WARBHOUSE
. Located ot Tndistis Street, Kingsbory Strect, M&eﬂm&n&dmc&kmmm

HEAVY MASONRY A SPECIALTY
’ NIMMONS AND FELLOWS
ummu. Bidg., mﬁg 3

These three cards, difficult to see even in my source document, show the
variety of logos used. The first is the familiar HECo. The central card is
earlier, during his partnership which ended in 1899. The third shows the
Railway Terminal Warehouse and includes the architects name; this building
was erected in 1909 and still stands.
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This reproduction is of two bills. The upper item, dated Nov 9 1912, is for
repair work. Labor = $.50. Yes, FIFTY CENTS AN HOUR! Skilled labor has
always been expensive in America, so 'Mason' was charged at $.85 per hour.
The repairs, 31 hours plus removal of rubbish, cost $23.95.

The lower bill, similar in rates, is interesting in that it is sighed by L G
Fisher. Mr Fisher was a paper magnate, whose building on 'Printers Row'
(just south of the Manhattan Building), still stands today. Henry Ericsson did
some repair work on this building in 1912 for $51.59
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This document shows'Job’, 'Contract Let', 'Cost’, 'Profit' and 'Loss' for the
Dec 1907 to Nov 1908 time frame. I have been unable to cross reference the
addresses to known buildings, but in 1907 dollars, a $58,987.31 profit

(24%) was a tidy profit.
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This photo is
laying the
framework for
a poured
concrete floor.
This
methodology is
not dissimilar
to that
employed by
the Romans -
build an arch,
reinforce the
concrete, then
remove the
arch.

This view is
looking down a
caisson. The
company logo
is clearly
visible. In
simple terms,
a caisson is a
pillar sunk
deep into the
earth to
support a
structure.
Sometime it is
a hole drilled,
such as this,
and then filled
with concrete.
Other times it
can be logs

e N s it pounded into
the ground. Chicago has very deep bedrock, beneath a zillion years of lake
sludge. Perhaps hundreds of caissons would be placed under a large
building. ’

i

Henry Ericsson also developed 'floating foundations'. Like an upside down
table, the foundation supported the building on its 'legs'. The large slab of
concrete 'floated’ on the unsettled ground.
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This archival record has been partially scanned, including covers and initial pages for
each issue. For more information about a particular issue of this publication, please
contact the Swedish American Museum Curator.
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