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“IT is well known that choral singing is a special affinity of the Scandinavians; for
the National Swedish Chorus to rank at the top of its kind is a guarantee of
something special when they sound their 4 for America.” So wrote Irving Kolodin,

distinguished music editor of The Saturday Review after hearing the group in Stock-
holm last summer.

Under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Gustav Adolf of Sweden, the
National Swedish Chorus is currently making its first visit to the United States in 50
years. The Chorus last toured here in 1906. During the nearly 70 years of its existence,
it has functioned in asscciation with the Swedish YMCA and in its native city, Stock-
holm, it is often called the KFUM (YMCA) Koren.

In Stockholm the Chorus is a feature of such State occasions as last summer’s
entertainment for Queen Elizabeth of England, and the funerals of Prince Charles
and Prince Bernadotte, Count Folke Bernadotte (who was an honorary member of the
Chorus), and Crown Princess Martha of Norway. It has also given many official per-
formances as Swedish representatives abroad, such as those recently before President
Paasikivi of Finland in Helsingfors Palace and Crown Prince Olaf and Crown Princess
Martha of Norway at Skaugum Castle. In addition to its concerts in Stockholm’s
concert halls, the Chorus often performs at the King’s request at the City Hall and

the Royal Palace. It has made some 60 recordings, many of them best-sellers in
Scandinavia.

First formed in 1887, the Chorus came into prominence with its performances
at the World Conference of the YMCA in Stockholm the following year. In 1891 the
Chorus’ reputation became international with a series of highly praised concerts in
Amsterdam, and, in 1894, 66 men were in the Chorus that created a sensation in Lon-
don with performances at Royal Albert Hall, Queen’s Hall and in other places.

The chorus rehearses with Martin Lidstam.

The National Swedish Chorus outside Stockholm City Hall with the old city in the background.

Between that time and a hiatus in the group’s organization that occurred in
1922, the Chorus made some 20 tours in and out of Scandinavia including the one
across the Atlantic. For the first eight years of the Chorus’ existence it was lead by
Axel Taube, a banker of Malmo. For the 25 years thereafter, Hugo Lindquist was
the Musical Director, improving steadily the group’s already high level of musical
excellence.

In a country as addicted to choral singing as Sweden is, there were other excellent
male choruses besides the National Swedish. From 1914 on, the men’s choirs of the
smaller churches in Stockholm had banded together into a remarkable organization
called the Excelsior. Shortly after the dissolving of the KFUM Koren in 1922, musical
leaders, church dignitaries and the central office of the YMCA persuaded the
Excelsior group to reorganize itself to take the place of the departed organization.
Gunnar Berggren, the leader of the Excelsior Chorus, directed the Chorus until 1935.

Martin Lidstam, who succeeded Mr. Berggren as choir director, had been the
conductor of various Baptist choruses in Stockholm. Under his directorship the Chorus
has reasserted its position in the international musical world and won renewed
recognition at home.

At Mr. Lidstam’s opening concert on May 12, 1935, the group consisted of 40
men. Now the membership is about 120. From 1935 to 1949 the Chorus met for prac-
tice 617 times and gave 517 public concerts, including 100 broadcasts for Swedish
and foreign radio programs. During the same period the Chorus made 23 concert
tours in Sweden and four abroad to the other Scandinavian countries, Scotland, Ice-
land and West Germany.
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orus performs at the Swedish Tivoli. Outside Stockholm City Hall after performing for
Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh.

Since 1950, the Chorus has made 15 concert tours including a 400-mile journey
to the Upper North as far as Narvik near the Arctic Circle in 1951, to Oslo in 1952,
to Gothland in 1953, to Smaland and Finland in 1954 and to France and Western
Germany in 1955.

Within Sweden the Chcrus has formed the Y.M.C.A. song organizations, which
at present include some 20 choral groups with more than 500 members, and also
organized biennial Swedish Song Courts, which bring together choruses from all over
the land.

As a manifestation of Nordic solidarity, the Chorus organized in 1941 a
Song Court to bring together choral groups from all over Scandinavia in a time of
war and occupation. Representatives from both Denmark and Finland attended, but
the Norwegian choruses were denied permission by their German occupiers. At the
War’s end another Court was held in Denmark and a third took place in Oslo in
1952. The next such gathering is scheduled for Finland in 1957. Between these great
Courts smaller inter-Nordic meetings are held among the various countries.

Gustav Lennart Jansson,
Bus driver

The National Swedish Chorus’ extensive repertoire, which is numbered at more
than 1,000 individual pieces, is based on the classical, baroque, romantic and folksong
repertoire but also includes a number of contemporary compositions, some of which

are in the most demanding of modern styles. Svan Ture Risberg,

. Watchmaker
The members of the Chorus, who have devoted

so many of their leisure hours to preserving this
v King Gustav Adolf congratulates group as the peer of any in the world, are drawn
'“’id"’” Rev. Bror-Axel Lindorn. from every walk of life. Engineers, doctors, sales-
. men, barbers, businessmen of all kinds, detectives,
teachers, contractors, millworkers, executives,

clerks, printers, designers, shoemakers, clergymen,

bus drivers, insurance men, and aviators work hap-
pily together to maintain this standard of musical
and choral excellence. i

Otto Herbert Nyman,
Doctor of Medicine

Otto Olof Martin Carlsson,
Cobbler
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Conductor

MARTIN LipsTAM is regarded as Sweden’s foremost choral conductor for his work
with the National Swedish Chorus (KFUM). Mr. Lidstam took over the
direction of the Chorus in 1935 and is only the fourth conductor in the organiza-
tion’s sixty-nine-year history.

For some 30 years he has conducted or supervised local, district and Swedish
Baptist choruses and was for many years the conductor of Stockholm’s Male Chorus
Union in which some 60 choruses numbering 2,000 singers took part. He has con-
ducted the National Swedish Chorus on its many tours and won praise from critics and
audiences not only in Scandinavia but throughout Western Europe.

Mr. Lidstam has often been cited by Swedish critics and musicians for his service
to Swedish music and that of the other Scandinavian countries. He has constantly
encouraged native composers and, as his U.S. programs indicate, features their music
in his concerts. He has also given considerable time and effort to the discovery and
preservation of Swedish folk music.

Born in Sodermanlands in 1899, Mr. Lidstam,
despite a musical schedule that would exhaust most
full-time conductors, finds time to be a successful
businessman in a totally different field. When not
directing choruses, he is the Sales Director of an im-
portant banana importing firm in Stockholm.

Offstage Mr. Lidstam
directs sales of banana
import business

Martin Lidstam
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This archival record has been partially scanned, including covers and initial pages for
each issue. For more information about a particular issue of this publication, please
contact the Swedish American Museum Curator.



MARIAN ANDERSON ARTUR RUBINSTEIN

JAN PEERCE FRITZ REINER
VICTORIA DE LOS ANGELES LEONARD WARREN
PATRICE MUNSEL GREGOR PIATIGORSKY
WILLIAM STEINBERG ISAAC STERN
BLANCHE THEBOM ANDRES SEGOVIA
ROBERTA PETERS HILDE GUEDEN
JEROME HINES MATTIWILDA DOBBS
FRIEDRICH GULDA CESARE VALLETTI

MARIA TIPO IVRY GITLIS

and from Vienna

VIENNA CHO|R BOYSThe world's most beloved choir in a

unique program of sacred and secular music and delightful op-
erettas in costume.

VIENNA STRING SYMPHONY Kurt Rapf, conductor;

Rosl Schwaiger, soprano soloist. Programs of Haydn, Mozart,
Beethoven and Johann Strauss.
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These great artists
are available

to all series

and all organized

audience associalions

SADLER'S WELLS BALLET

Under the direction of Ninetie de Valois. The fabulous company
from the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.

THE OLD VIC COMPANY

The world famous theatrical organization on a coast-to-coast tour
in a Shakespearean repertory which has won accolades from
London's critics in recent seasons.

THE MOISEYEV FOLK BALLET COMPANY
OF THE U.S.S.R.

For the first time in the U. S.! 100 dancers direct from Moscow
in a thrilling program.

MADELEINE RENAUD—JEAN-LOUIS BARRAULT
COMPANY

The great French company returns with a new repertory in a
season of French theatre.

THE BALLET THEATRE
Lucia Chase and Oliver Smith, directors. Great stars in a great
repertory.

INTRODUCING

BORIS CHRISTOFF The world-famous basso.
JAMES jOHNSTON Distinguished Irish tenor, star of The

Royal Opera, Covent Garden, London.

DANIEL BARENBOIM The 13-year-old pianist whose pro-

digious talent has been hailed by some of the world's most
distinguished musicians.

PILAR LORENGAR An enchanting new srtist from Spain. So-

prano of the Royal Opera, Covent Garden, and the Aix-en-
Provence Festival.

NATIONAL SWEDISH CHORUS (KFUM) under the patron-

age of King Gustav. 75 fhrilling male voices in soaring song.

CARI-FO MARIA GIU”NI Famed conductor of La Scala, Milan

whose performances with the Chicago Symphony and on Angel
Records have won critical acclaim.

Exe‘:;l;;nve. MlanagvemeAn;
HUROK ATTRACTIONS, Inc. * HUROK ARTISTS, Inc.

711 Fifth Avenue, New York 22, N. Y.
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