Chicago,Ill. July 8th,1918

My dearest Dave:

A1l alone in the office so I am
going to make the best of my chance and let everything
drop and write to you dear. I cant begin to tell you
sweetheart how much I have been thinking of you the
lact week. If there is any truth in the fact that
when a person is speaking of someone or thinking of
them their ears burn, I am afraid you would be thinking
they were on fire by this time.Oh how anxicusly I
have been looking for a letter but none seems to
come but I know dear that ite not your fault and
g0 I try to learn to be a little more patient because
it is not going to help to maké meatters easier if
I fret about it, but I cant help but wish and wish
and pray too for a letter. :

I came home Friday night and asked
MOther where she had laid my camera because I wanted
to have those pictures I teld you about developed.
She said she had not seen my camera and so it had
not come along home with the other picnic baskets.
I thecught I had lost my kodak but thought I might
ag well try to find it so I sent Gerfield out there



to look it up and you can imagine how tickled I was
when he came home with it. There was nothing done

to the camera as far as I can determine and the rain
had hot spoiled it, unkess it did spoil the pictures.
I hope not because I want to send some of them to you
if they turn ocut. The little fellow that fell out of
the tree is getting along 0.K., so after all the
excitement nothing eerious was the result.

Wednesday is S.8.Board meeting and I suppose
you will be there and tazke me home, wbnt you dear?
If that only could be possible once more what a

happy girl I would be., You would be happy too, wouldn't

you dear? But then someday it wont be just £%, bud
a fact, and that is what helps to make things easier
now. Oh Dave when I think of what times we Will have
when you come home I feel like laughlng and crying

for joy both at the same time. It will be a wenderful
time went it dear”?

I suppose you wonder why I have been typing
my last letters to you, but to tell the truth it
ig becucse I can say so much more to you and save
weight for something else on 8o much less space that
since I have so very much to tell you the more i
can say in lese space the better. What 4o you say
jear? You dont mind do yout

Next faturday I am going out to Deeplaines once more
he are hoping for splendid meetings and know We are
going to have them. The Swed. pecple have asked all
the 8.8. to donote their service flags to hang in the
tabernacle during camp meeting time and so dear tho
you cant be there in person you will be represented
and we know you will be there in spirit. We are
mighty prouvd of our flag. Last night we had a formal
memorial service for George Gustafson and the church
was packed.

I will have to close now dear, as it is time
for the other girl to come back. Will write more to
you in a day or two.

5 All my love and trust and prayers are for you
jear for a heart that aches and overflows for just
you.

¥ith love, your Girlte,

SW5'KS
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1000 N.Lockwcod Ave.,
Chicago,Il11,U.S.A.

David L.Thor, £
#3rd—Sempany,

= et
B.g.ﬁarine’Corps,

- American Expeditionary Force,



Comeades i Life
and Death

Memorial Serbice
held in the

Qustin Swedish M. €. Chureh

Augusta Street and Menard Avenue
Chicago

Sunday Afternoon, July 28th, 1913

at three o'clock

DAVID LOYD THOR
GUNNAR DAHL

RKilled in Action, June 10, 1918




DAVID LOYD THOR
BORN IN CHICAGO, JANUARY 25, 1897

KILLED IN ACTION “SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE,”
JUNE 10, 1918

AGED 21 YEARS, 4 MONTHS, 15 DAYS

Graduated from the Whittier Public School, Oak Park, 1912.
For the last few years he was employed in the banking business
of Lee, Higginson & Co.

Enlisted in the United States Marine Corps April 12, 1917,
six days after war was declared on Germany. At the time of
his enlistment he had charge of the spiritual work of the Ep-
worth League of the Austin Swedish M. E. Church, also teach-
ing a class of boys in the Sunday School, and a faithful member
of the choir.

Words cannot express our SOErow,
Language fails- to tell our loss;
Friend and brother, Christian soldier,
Who can ever take your post?

GUNNAR DAHL

BORN IN CHICAGO, AUGUST 22, 1898

KILLED IN ACTION “SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE,”
JUNE 10, 1918

AGED 19 YEARS, 9 MONTHS, 18 DAYS

Educated in the schools of Oak Park and, after graduating
with the 1916 class from the Oak Park High School, he entered
upon a most promising business life with the Jones-Laughlin
Steel Co. Upon the call of his country he enlisted in the United
States Marine Corps, April 12, 1917, six days after war was de-
clared.

He was an active worker in all the branches of the Austin
Swedish M. E. Church and a member of the choir.

You will hear, dearest friends, alas! not from me;
I hunted the ‘““Huns” thru green valley and crag,

For stamped on my brain were your last words to me,
“Tho life be the forfeit, be true to your flag!”

Those words nerved my arm when I struck the bold blow
For my country! my flag! for glory! for thee!

But now all:is over; I'm done with earth’s foae,
For heaven’s bright portals are opening to me.

Program

-
Lapse - i il BuGLer rroM THE U. S. MarRINE CorPs
Memony s 2oz 50 S A Rev. G. E. Gorbon, Pu. D.
Lhe Vacont Chatroa s i S i 50 Epwarp C. OAKES
7 T R G S W (e Bl i e e Dr. GorpON
AMETICH o i A S e e e R S e e e S ENTIDTEN GE
Ada’jress .................................................... Dr. F. A. LUNDBERG

Should Your Stars in Your Service Flag Turn to

Gold »idngis i Simen o w s Mgrs. Roy NELsoN
Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling..ooeeeneeeeooo .. Croir
(Favorite Hymn of Gunnar Dahl)

BEaxtracts from Letters.s e o ni b G0 wus Dr. GorponN
Am 1a Soldier-of tWe Cross?..; ik it s i o CiHorr

(Favorite Hymn of Dawvid L. Thor)
Fddrassi SrmmNT e ey e B Rev. C. J. NELsoN
Tust Before the Battle, Mother..MRrs. J. SHOGREN AND CHOIR

Address et TR il p NS ST e AXEL NELSON

StaSpangled=Bannier: - c5im i i i R R R

Benedieiion. . oF Sk M FHaTaeT i T B e Dr. GorponN




Somewhere in France,
February 7, 1918.

To the Sunday School Board of the Austin Swedish ll.L.
Church:

Dear members:

Gunnar and I have waited noﬁ,very near two
months after Christmas in hopes that we!wduld receive
some word of greeting from the Sunday oéﬁool. We have
thought that ufter belnc members for so many years that
it would only be ilttln? and proper that we should receive
some word of greeting and encouragement from the Sunday
School. liot even a word was sent from the Lpwortly
Leaguev

¥ o

(if
feeling of being for@otten. bon't you think we are
right in feeling so?

We know it is hard for you people to realize
the position a soldier is in, being amongst undesirable
companions and a strange people when we are used to
Christian surroundings and real friends. 4 good word of
cheer means more than words can express 'on paper.

With greetings to the Sunday School rand
for a blessed year we remain,

Brothers in the service,

nre It
Covifnda @

Private David L. lhor,
73rdCompany- 6th. xegiment,
U. 5. llarine Corps-—A. L. I,




gm{ag e who gave His Bife
to do us Service

Shine in pour heart this pear,
where’er pou are!

Hfor brighter than this Buletide’s Christmas candle
Shines o’er the world our Christmas Service Star!

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Thor

Christmas
-9 1.8
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FORM ST, 68 8M 2-20

ESTABLISHED 1837
ALL BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE
ADDRESSED TO C, D. PRACOCK

C. D. PrAcock

INCORPORATED

STATE & ADAMS STS.
OHICAGO

JEWELRY, SILVERWARE, WATCHES
PLATED WARE, CLOCKS, LEATHER GOODS, STATIONERY
DIAMONDS, PEARLS AND OTHER PRECIOCUS STONES

TELEPHONE CENTRAL G5

July 10th, 1920.

SowLp TO J. Thor $
624 N. Humphrey,
Oak Park, Illinois.

e

Diamond Ring




Somewhere in Irance,
May 27, 1918.

lly dear brother Llmer:-

: I have received three letters from you and
have been wanting to write to you, but yesterday your letter came
giving me your address and now will send you & few lines. They
won't be many this time, but next time L promise to write more.

S0 you are a soldier or omn the way of being
one. Good for you. You can now see what 1 have been through. It
is no fun let me tell you, but you cen make it easy for yourself by
ding you best and meking the best of everything. Of you will find
yourself stiffmany mornings at first but that soon goes wway. iiell
I hope you soon will be able to come across as 1 want to see you.
Things are different iver here though. A4 lot more S0 than in the
states. You will find it a sbrange life at first and now at the
first choose you companions. You will find so meny different types
of boys in such & camP.,but you bays in the states have the Y.M.C.A.
and other organizations to entertain you so you all ought to have
a good time.

' 1 wish you could have gone home before you left
and L hope you can before you leave the states as 1 know mother wants
to see you very much. It will hurt her if you have to go before
seeing you. sut still that is one of the sacerifices & mother must
make in this war end it has been so in every war. L1t is the mothers
that have to bear the most, at least so it seems to me.

We have been ding a lot of hiking these last
two weeks. About 75 miles and in & very hot sun. rou should have
seen my face a couple of @eyBs age, all red and the skin was coming
off. ile have these over the sea caps end ther is no shede for the face
at 2ll so you cen imegine what the sun will do. 1 enjoyed the hike
very much as it gave us an opportuinty to see some of rrance beside

he ruined parts. L have become tired seeing that all the time.

4ill elose for this time hbdping this letter

finds you well and in good spirits+ Good luck to you Llmer.
Love to you, :

B

Corporal David L. Thor, oy |
73rd. Company, 6th. Regiment, /
United States Illarine Corps,
dmerican ﬂxpggitionary Force-
:‘L : ::\

’
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OAK PARK POST NO. 15, THE AMERICAN LEGION

August 31, 1921.

Comrades of Oak Park Post:-

There are three important matters that I wish to
call your attention to in this letter:

2 B The next meeting of the Post will be held at 8:15
P.M. Tuesday, September 6th, at the Elks Club. The important business
to come before the Post will be the election of five Delegates to the
State Convention and the,adoption of a new set of By-Laws. There will
be some entertainment after the meeting. A large attendance is de-
sired, in order that the Fall work may start out right.

o A Service Record Data Sheet is enclosed. Please
give it your careful attention and fill it out accurately, returning
same as directed on the sheet, The Oak Park and River Forest :
Memorial Committee must have accurate data for the permanent War Record
of the two villages and for the proper inscriptions on theé Memorial.
The job of collecting these records has been turned over to your Post,
and the start must be made by obtaining the data from the members of
the Post. After that, the data of the other service men in Oak Park

may be more readily obtained. =~ Therefore, fill the blank out now and
return it at once.

S The June meeting of the Post voted to raise funds
to help in the reconstruction of a very small French village. After
going into the matter carefully, your officers have decided to help
the village of Mesnil en Arronaise, near Peronne. Several hundred
dollars have already been subscribed by Legion members and others.
Every Legion member should donate something, no matter how small, since
it is apparent that we are in a poor position to ask outsiders to give
until the Legion members themselves have contributed. I desire a
donation from every member of the Post. Therefore, please send it
at once to Myron Sutherland, Treasurer, 216 S. Cuyler Avenue. Your
money will be carefully spent and a final report will show just where
it goes. The standing of the Post, in the minds of the Oak Park people,
will be materially improved by our action in helping the poor people
in this little French village where the inhabitants have returned and
found their homes totally destroyed.

EDWARD J. ELAIR
COMMANDING OFFICER.



OAK PAR” POST #15 « THE ANERICAN LEGION

Getober 3, 1921,

¥r. Chas. Thor,
624 N. Humphrey Ave.,
Oak Park, Tllinois.
Dear Sirie

» The Wer “emorial Committee, of Oalk Park and "iver Torest,
is making an effort to get accurate records of our service men and
ioman. The more Important records are naturally of those who dled
in the eervice n( their Country, for 1t fe primsrily in thelr honow
thet the Yemorial is to be erected. We find your name as the

next of kin of David L, Thor « W11l you, therefore,

Please be good enoush to supply as much of the data ag you posse
ibly ecan thot is ealled for by the vecord sheet next attached. %
would aprreciate your prompt action in thie regsrd and the peturn
of the data sheet by mail or in person to the Tap Pecord Bureau,
unfelpal Building, oak Park, T1linels., If you are unable to £111
out the sheet completely, plesse do not retain 1t too long for thmt
renson, but £111 in all the inforsation that you can,.

If there are any questions that you would like to ask, do
not hesitate to drop the undersigned a line at 232 o, Oak Park Ave.,
Sak Pa?k.; T1linois.

198 427



ONE BLOCK FROM Back Bay STaTIONS CaBLEADDRESS CoPLAZA™ BosTON
TELEPHONE BACK BAY 5600

THE
CorLEY-PLAZA

DARTMOUTH STREET-TRINITY PLACE - COPLEY SQUARE

BosToN MASSACHUSETTS

Somewhere in france,
liay 25, 1918.

Dear Brother Joe.,

this paper may seem strange to you, but don'‘'t worry
I am still in rrance and expect to be here for some time to come. Ve
have not given all we are going to give to the wermans as yet. e
are not in the trenches now but don’t know how soon we will be there
again: e sure did have some time while we were in them let me tell
you. ‘The only thing was that there was not enough action. bBut
8till 1 am not enxious to get back. “he place we are at now is way
back of the lines and it sure is some place. e hiked over land.
Father said in his letter that roy Bodett with his compeny were going to
hike to wisconsin, but let me tell you he won‘t have a thing on our
hike. tWe sure did have some hike and some of the nights that L leid
down to sleep 1 did not know whether . had my legs on or not. &ut
Just the seme L enjoyed it as it gave me a chance to see some of the
good parts of rrance where the uermans had not been. 1 was tired
seeing ruined towns as that was all there was to seey near the lines.
Yh Joe if you could only see some of the sights L have seen you would
not want to come over to rrance. Miothing bright. I remember one
village we passed through where the eivil population had come back
an old woman told us of some of the autocities the vermsns had commited.
Such as cutting off hands of little children ete. 1 saw a young :
girl that had had one of her hands cut off by the uvermans. A4All that
the papers hawe written about is true and the sooner we get to the
Germens and punish them for what they have done the better. How
thankful we should be that the Germans never came to our country.

Joe I miss those old talk we used to have after the
lights were out and Oh haw I wish we could have some more of them.
I wonder how long it will be before we may again talk as we used to.
I will have lots to tell you brother so prepare yourself for what is
coming.

- Yes Joe gossip has already reched me here about Zllen,

but I have dropped it. The first I heard of it was the seconf time we
were in the trenches Ellen wrote to Gunnar telling about it and of
course Gunnar took £llen's side as you might expect. It seemde very
strange to me that such things should ever dome to us when we had
s0 much to contend with. I wrote to Grace then and she has answered
me and between us we are going to drop it as Grace had nothing to do
with it and again I know what &llen is. I know that Grace worries
about me and that she trusts me and I will not do any thing that will
in any way hurt her, you may be sure of that. I love her to much for
that. ©She means all to me Joe. I cannot tEXX begin to,tell pou what
Grace means to me and what she has been to me during my part in this
war. If I were to lose Y“race I beleive I would stay over here or



ONE BLOCK FROM Back Bay STaTioNs CaBLE ADDRESS “CoPLAZA” BOSTON
TELEPHONE BACK BAY 5600

THE
CorLEY-PLAZA

DARTMOUTH STREET-TRINITY PLACE - COPLEY SQUARE

BosTon MASSACHUSETTS

: (2)
I would reenlist in the llarine Corps. You can show this th Yrace if you
want to and L will write her again to-night.
Grace in her last letter said you were in your glory
Joe. Uhy don't you ever tell me about ¥rancis, about your going out
of church early to meet her and all that stuff% You sure do keep it
all Eo yourself. Well I am with you so keep on going and do your
' I received a letter from Llmer to-day. He says he
likes it so far, but poor boy he has not gone very far as yet. Wait
till he gets to France and he will think differently. ‘
Our service flag in Sunday School sure is going up.
Well why not those older boys all should have been in it long long
ago. It takes the young fellows to show up the older.

' I have seen George Gustafson and we had a very nice
talk. He looks fine and feels fine, but just the same as me, he is
tired of this war and wants to come hame.

Well Joe I have written youa young bookmso will close
for this time. “~ove to you, mother, father and Walter.
Your loving brother, '

Baur,

Corporal David L. Thor
7érd. Company, 6th.’Regiment,
United States llarine Corps,
American Expeditionary Fowce.
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